I0	WILLIAM  II
Speaking with all kindness and good-will, one cannot but
after a fashion understand the disappointment of the Ger-
mans when this towering military figure, this magnificent
specimen of perfect physical and mental manhood, vanished
from their ken, to be replaced by the slender, pale-faced,
somewhat arrogant and despotic young man, who resembled
this father so little.
Emperor William II. is an extremely intelligent person-
age, in spite of all that may have been said to the contrary.
He thinks for himself when he has a mind to do so, and,
what is more, thinks logically, and is quite capable of fol-
lowing a thus logically-attained conclusion to its further-
most point. He feels keenly his enormous responsibilities,
and the tremendous international importance of his posi-
tion as the ruler of over 50,000,000 people, for he well
knows that any man wearing on his head the double crown
of King of Prussia, and of German Emperor, is a being en-
dowed with powers which are bound to compel attention
from every point of the European Continent. Being given,
as I have just remarked, that his health and his physique
are neither of them of a kind to aid him in the tremendous
task which belongs to him by right of birth, it is easily ex-
plainable that his self-assertive ways and imperious manners
should often be mistaken for posing and posturing. More-
over, his imperfect left arm—a misfortune which has been
a source of great distress to him ever since his birth—is
but another one of those physical troubles which his pride
makes him anxious to conceal, this only adding to his
stilted and repellent attitude. In spite of all these draw-
backs, the emperor fences exceedingly well, rides with pluck,
and even skill, managing to hold his reins with his poor
withered left hand when in uniform, in order to keep his
sword-arm free, and during his visit to Austrian Poland,

